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Kant & Early German Idealism

[An] object can only be represented in accordance with its relations and is
nothing other than the subjective representation of the subject itself, but
made general, for I am the original of all objects.

R, Duisburg Nachlaß : (-)
Immanuel Kant

Course Overview

This course will examine the work of Kant and the early German Idealists, particularly Fichte and
Schelling, concerning thier views on introspection, self-consciousness and self-knowledge. We will
also look at how these views have been developed and modified in contemporary philosophy. Ques-
tions of interest include:

• What is self-knowledge?
• Is self-knowledge special? (e.g. is it especially epistemically secure?)
• How is self-knowledge gained? (e.g via sensory means?)
• Does self-knowledge require consciousness?
• Is self-consciousness/knowledge in someway prior to other kinds of consciousness/knowledge?

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course students should have a good grasp of central philosophical argu-
ments in the early modern period concerning the nature and importance of self-knowledge and
self-consciousness as well as the historical context in which these doctrines were articulated. This
includes being able to (i) articulate some of the central metaphysical, epistemological, and scientific
disputes in Europe from the late seventeenth to the early nineteenth centuries; (ii) clearly explain
the different positions of the figures discussed in the course, as well as their dialectical context; (iii)
articulate ways in which these issues continue to have importance in contemporary philosophy.

Course Materials

The following books are required for this course:

• Kant, Immanuel. . Critique of Pure Reason. Edited by Paul Guyer and Allen W Wood.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
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• Giovanni, George Di, and Henry Silton Harris, eds. . Between Kant and Hegel: Texts in
the Development of Post-Kantian Idealism. Cambridge: Hackett Publishing

• Fichte, Johann Gottlieb. . Introductions to the Wissenschaftslehre and Other Writings,
-. Edited and translated by Daniel Breazeale. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing.

Other readings will be posted on the course website under “Readings.”

Course Requirements

• Preparation: You are expected to attend every classmeeting fully prepared to discuss each assigned
reading, to submit written work punctually, and to offer thoughtful and constructive responses to
the remarks of your instructor and your classmates. Make sure that you bring the relevant read-
ings with you to every lecture class. I further expect you to treat both the texts at hand and your
classmates’ ideas with openness and respect.

• Attendance: Attendance is required. You are also expected to attend every section meeting. /
a letter grade will be deducted from your final course grade for every absence from section after
your fifth.

• Website: Wewill use a course website for all materials. The site address is: phil.colinmclear.net.
Upcoming assignments and readings will be posted there. Please let me know if you have any
problems. Technical glitches, computer malfunctions and crashing hard drives are not excuses for
failing to complete work in this class.

• Format for Papers: Please submit work as a .docx or .rtf file. All work must be typed. I will not
accept any handwritten work aside from that we do in class. Your papers should be in -point
Times New Roman font, double-spaced with margins set to one inch on all sides. Your name, my
name, the date and assignment should appear in the top left hand corner of the first page. Your last
name and page number must appear in the top right hand corner on each subsequent page. Please
staple or paperclip hard copies of papers and drafts. You are responsible for the presentation of
your papers.

• Late Work: Late papers and assignments will standardly be marked down by / of a letter grade
for each day the work is late (for example, from A- to B+, from B+ to B, and so on).

Evaluation

Paper: 

• Explain and critically assess a philosophical argument. Topics will be suggested. Papers (-
words) will be written in two drafts, with a first draft due by mid-semester.

Weekly reading responses: 

• ( words; posted on our public course blog by  pm the evening before class meets + -word
responses to a classmate’s post posted by class time): Your reading responses should detail your
observations about a primary text (though one can also relate this to seconary readings). They are
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not summaries. Move to delimit - major points or ideas from the reading and discuss them.
What do you find interesting or compelling? What do you find logically problematic?

In addition to posting your reading response, you are also required to respond to one of your
classmate’s posts by the start of class the following day. Your response should engage one or more
of the points raised by your classmate. It is not enough to simply say that you agree or disagree
with the author of the post. You must explain how your views intersect with the ones presented.
Did the post make you think about a reading in a different way? Why? How? What did you find
particularly interesting or compelling about the response?

Weekly reading précis: 

• Write a précis addressing a particular secondary text assigned for the week (this does not in-
clude my notes). A précis is a rhetorical exercise that asks you to summarize a text, including the
claim/argument, supporting evidence, purpose, and audience in  sentences. For a helpful example
of the form, see: http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl201/modules/rhetorical-precis/
sample/peirce_sample_precis_click.html

Participation: 

• The participation grade takes into account your attendance in class and section as well as the quan-
tity and quality of your participation.

Policies

• Academic Integrity: All thework you turn in (including papers, drafts, anddiscussion board posts)
must be written by you specifically for this course. It must originate with you in form and content
with all contributory sources fully and specifically acknowledged. Make yourself familiar with
UNL’s Student Code of Conduct and Academic Integrity Code, available online. In this course,
the normal penalty for any violation of the code is an “F” for the semester. Violations may have
additional consequences including expulsion from the university. Don’t plagiarize – It just isn’t
worth it.

• University Policies: This instructor respects and upholds University policies and regulations per-
taining to the observation of religious holidays; assistance available to physically handicapped,
visually and/or hearing impaired students; plagiarism; sexual harassment; and racial or ethnic dis-
crimination. All students are advised to become familiar with the respective University regulations
and are encouraged to bring any questions or concerns to the attention of the instructor.

• ADA: In compliance with University policy and equal access laws, I am available to discuss ap-
propriate academic accommodations that may be required for students with disabilities. Students
are encouraged to register with Student Disability Services to verify their eligibility for appropriate
accommodations.

• Miscellaneous: Please turn off cell phones, beeping watches, and other gadgets that make noise
before entering our classroom. Absolutely no texting is permitted during class. I will subtract up
to five points from your participation grade each and every time your phone rings or I see you
texting during class.
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Further Resources

• Jargon: It’s important to be on top of the technical terms used by philoso- phers. Please ask for
clarification of terms in class. You can also consult Jim Pryor’s online “Philosophical Terms and
Methods.”

• Help with writing: Papers should adhere to some consistent practice of footnoting and citation
(Chicago, MLA, etc.). I don’t really mind which one you use as long as you are consistent. On
writing a philosophy paper, there is no better on-line guide than Jim Pryor’s. Please consult it.
Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference is also extremely helpful. Useful online writing help may be found
at the Purdue Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/.

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln Writing Center can provide you with meaningful support as
you write for this class as well as for every course in which you enroll. Trained peer consultants
are available to talk with you as you plan, draft, and revise your writing. Please check the Writing
Center website for locations, hours, and information about scheduling appointments.

• Reference: The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy at http://plato.stanford.edu is an ex-
cellent online resource.
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Self-Knowledge in Kant & Early German Idealism

Reading List

PHIL 971 | Fall 2017

Week 1 - Cartesianism & Self-Knowledge

This week we look at some of the ways in which Descartes sets out self-knowledge as crucial to philosophy. We’ll also
set out a basic framework for discussion of the various issues concerning self-consciousness and self-knowledge as they
will appear throughout the course.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Descartes, Meditations 1-3 (especially Med 2 and first half of Med 3)
• Zimmerman, ”Self-knowledge” (focus in particular on §§1-4)
• (Recommended) Broughton, Descartes on Self-Knowledge
• (Recommended) Gertler, SEP entry on self-knowledge

Week 2 - Locke & Leibniz on Reflection

This we look at Locke’s view concerning ’inner sense’ or ’reflection’ as a source of our ideas. We’ll connect it to last
week’s discussion of Cartesian reflection and the notion of an ”intuition of the mind”, as well as Leibniz’s appropriation
of aspects of both Descartes’s and Locke’s views.

The handouts for this week are here (on the Cogito) and here (on Locke).

Readings

• Locke on inner sense
• Leibniz on inner sense

– New Essays, Preface (excerpt)
– New Essays, Bk. II, Ch. i

• Weinberg, ”Consciousness in Locke’s Philosophical Psychology”
• (Recommended) Weinberg, ”Consciousness in Locke’s Theory of Knowledge” (Part I)
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/fsasmc05db7g1hy/handout_week1.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qssc5h4omfrqioa/descartes1984_the_meditations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/eo88bhk3ctjzzg8/zimmerman2008_self-knowledge.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y9lqejcbqm618y6/broughton2008_self_knowledge.pdf?dl=0
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/self-knowledge/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n93geqx6mhj9qyl/handout_week2_cogito.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/eqa51si8yuwzr8d/handout_week2_locke.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7l12m4jei5anqbf/locke_inner_sense.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4ug81q3hl3vjyig/Leibniz_NE_Preface_excerpt.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/eogup59gl53876q/Leibniz_NE_Excerpts.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/80wjvi8t7rklhlz/weinberg2016a-ch2_consciousness_in_locke%27s_philosophical_psychology.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5tj0ny9wphw5glo/weinberg2016a-ch3_consciousness_in_locke%E2%80%99s_theory_of_knowledge.pdf?dl=0


Week 3 - Objections to Inner Sense

This week we discuss some prominent contemporary objections to an inner sense view. These include the doubts about
inner sense being a genuine sense, and objections concerning what self-knowledge would end up looking like on an
inner sense account.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Geach, The notion of ’inner sense’
• Shoemaker, Self-Knowledge and ”Inner Sense”, Lecture 1 and Lecture 2

Week 4 - Inner Sense & the Pre-Critical Kant

This week we finish our discussion of Shoemaker’s criticisms of inner sense views. We’ll then start looking at the evolu-
tion of Kant’s views concerning these issues.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Shoemaker, Self-Knowledge and ”Inner Sense”, Lecture 2
• (optional) McLear, Kant: Philosophy of Mind
• Kant, excerpts from the pre-critical writings

– Notes & Fragments (excerpts)
– Pölitz Metaphysics Lecture Notes, excerpts from Cosmology and Psychology
– On the form and principles of the sensible and the intelligible world, §§3-12
– Collins Anthropology Lecture Notes (excerpt)

Week 5 - Inner Sense & Pure Apperception

We’ll discuss Kant’s pre-critical views concerning self-consciousness as a form of inner inner intuition in the 1760s-70s
and his transition to a bifurcated view of self-consciousness in the critical period.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• See last week’s readings for Kant’s pre-critical views
• B-Deduction (focus especially on §§16-18 and §§24-25)
• First Paralogism (A-edition)
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/ppbwsrbfbiswa6q/handout_week3_innersense.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cyjk1h5au0alhyt/geach1957-ch24_the_notion_of_%60inner_sense%27.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qphot8tqjuim455/shoemaker1994-i_self-knowledge_and_%E2%80%9Cinner_sense%E2%80%9D.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uc3q33wy0ibdjmd/shoemaker1994-ii_self-knowledge_and_%E2%80%9Cinner_sense%E2%80%9D.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fz9ketll40pxip2/handout_week4_kant_pre-crit.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uc3q33wy0ibdjmd/shoemaker1994-ii_self-knowledge_and_%E2%80%9Cinner_sense%E2%80%9D.pdf?dl=0
https://philpapers.org/rec/AUTKPO
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jnwf8cappc8j3bf/Pre-Critical%20Notes.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/awvhkxohck34ttr/Politz-Cosmology.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/u7egtfuc0py6kx6/Politz-Psychology.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7m8g9tillz1n6pe/Dissertation_3-12.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yfxuh2mf95zhx52/Collins%20Anthropology.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zmpk7p32dv9o47f/handout_week5_apperception.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nnub9o0lmlv9fz6/kant_deduction.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7l51auz8pfeihty/kant_first_paralogism.pdf?dl=0


Week 6 - Reflection & Pure Apperception

We’ll continue discussing Kant’s view of self-consciousness, and particularly the relationship between his notions of
”reflection” and ”pure apperception”.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Look over last week’s readings
• Excerpts from the Anthropology

– Part I, §§1-7, §24

Week 7 - Self-Consciousness & Regress

We’ve been looking at Kant’s views on self-consciousness and the pressures his views were under to allow for some
kind of positive content to self-consciousness that isn’t to be characterized in terms of sensory content. This week we’ll
continue with this issue and examine a central problem for Kant’s critical philosophy—viz. how Kant explains our
knowledge of the basic synthetic a priori claims about the mind necessary for the critical philosophy. We’ll look at the
role reflective self-consciousness plays in providing such an explanation.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Marshall, ”Does Kant Demand Explanations for All Synthetic A Priori Claims?”

Week 8 -The Fundamentality of Self-Knowledge

This week we look at Matt Boyle’s view, influenced by a reading of Kant (via interpretation of Moran), that there are
two kinds of self-knowledge, and that one has priority over the other. We’ll also look at Patricia Kitcher’s discussion of
Boyle’s view (see pp. 263-5) and how it fits into her alternative conception of Kant’s view of self-consciousness.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Boyle, ”Two Kinds of Self-Knowledge”
• Kitcher, ”Kant Our Contemporary” (§3 ”Must Rational Cognition Involve Self-consciousness?”)

– For an overview of Kitcher’s position see her précis
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/jn7emh8gruzuv2g/handout_week6_reflection.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/c0xam2ksu8ebyet/kant2006a_anthropology_from_a_pragmatic_point_of_view.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fidgy7hj14urqk8/handout_week7_regress.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/l1u8oaqjavb3w4h/marshall2014b_does_kant_demand_explanations_for_all_synthetic_a_priori_claims.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nkdl11nkvhwlrow/handout_week8_boyle.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3cslkycz1qu31bc/boyle2009_two_kinds_of_self-knowledge.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/og1ojcesg593kkg/kitcher2011-ch15_kant_our_contemporary.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wg7azkjv5gm4m0p/kitcher2013a_precis_of_kant%27s_thinker.pdf?dl=0


Week 11 -The Fundamentality of Self-Knowledge (II)

Thisweekwe discuss Tyler Burge’s argument concerning our entitlement to self-knowledge. We’ll also look at one recent
criticism of that argument by Brie Gertler.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Burge, Our Entitlement to Self-Knowledge
• (optional) Burge, Perceptual Entitlement (just §I)
• Gertler, Self-Knowledge & Rational Agency

Week 12 - Reinhold & Critics

This week we begin our discussion of German Idealism. We’ll look at Karl Leonhard Reinhold’s criticism of the incom-
pleteness of Kant’s critical philosophy and his (Reinhold’s) conception of what is needed to complete it. We’ll also look
at criticisms of Reinhold’s ”principle of consciousness” by Schulze and Fichte.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Reinhold, The Foundation of Philosophical Knowledge (from p. 61 onward)
• Schulze, Aenesidemus (excerpt, pp. 105-12)
• Fichte, Review of Aenesidemus
• Beiser (optional), The Fate of Reason, chs. eight & nine

Week 13 - Schelling on the ’I’

Today we discuss Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph von Schelling’s famous early statement (1795) of the importance of subjec-
tivity and self-consciousness for philosophy, ’Of the I as the Principle of Philosophy’. In particular, we’ll look at the how
Schelling considers the issue of systematicity in relation to self-consciousness, and his development of the notion that
in subjectivity there is a form of ’intellectual intuition’ of the sort that is denied by Kant.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Schelling, ’Of the I as the Principle of Philosophy’ (excerpt)
• (optional) Watkins, ’The Early Schelling on the Unconditioned’
• (optional) Horstmann, ’The Early Philosophy of Fichte and Schelling’
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/gnteef25ll1uycc/handout_week10_burge.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2or8v9b5v2sps9t/burge1996_our_entitlement_to_self-knowledge.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kptlt8shqg677ln/burge2003_perceptual_entitlement.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/108slj0v34zin4e/gertler2016_self-knowledge_and_rational_agency.pdf?dl=0
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/karl-reinhold/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hk7zaufkihiqriw/handout_week12_reinhold.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/39edf54b4ys1ink/reinhold2000_the_foundations_of_philosophical_knowledge.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/k7876sw1zm9rjtc/schulze2000_aenesidemus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ilppxbj00gwq5ru/fichte2000a_review_of_aenesidemus.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0gclgmjjgvtzexi/beiser1987-ch8_reinhold%27s_elementarphilosophie.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tf33j2zr3740kte/beiser1987-ch9_schulze%27s_skepticism.pdf?dl=0
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/schelling/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dg8oj999pqtqh0w/handout_week13_schelling.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y53msiue59i8u13/schelling2006_of_the_i_as_the_principle_of_philosophy.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kslcb7bb5u0qn4z/watkins2014a_the_early_schelling_on_the_unconditioned.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ojsowsy30jlh1vx/horstmann2000_the_early_philosophy_of_fichte_and_schelling.pdf?dl=0


Week 14 - Fichte’s First Introduction

Thisweek we discuss the ’First Introduction’ to Fichte’s 1797/8Attempt at a New Presentation of the Science of Knowledge.
We’ll discuss, in particular, Fichte’s conception of self-consciousness and its relation to Fichte’s conception of the contrast
between dogmatism and idealism. We’ll also compare this with Schelling’s similar contrast between dogmatism and
criticism in the Ich-Schrift.

Readings

• Fichte, First Introduction
• (optional) Beiser, ”Criticism vs Dogmatism” & ”The Path Towards Absolute Idealism”

Week 15 - Fichte’s Second Introduction

This week we discuss the ’Second Introduction’ to Fichte’s 1797/8 Attempt at a New Presentation of the Science of Knowl-
edge. In particular, we’ll look at the discussion of intellectual intuition and the sense in which self-consciousness must
accompany all of our cognitive states.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Fichte, Second Introduction, especially §§5-6
• (optional) Wood, ”The ’I’ as principle of philosophy”

Week 16 - Fichte’s Deduction of the Principle of Morality

This week we’ll look at Fichte’s deduction of the moral law from the first part of Fichte’s 1798 System of Ethics. Here our
primary concern is with the manner in which Fichte purports to provide us with a unified account of rational agency
as such, one which can then be divided into theoretical and practical spheres.

The handout for this week is here.

Readings

• Fichte, System of Ethics, Part I, especially:
– Introduction (7-17)
– On self-determination (bottom 37-41)
– On self-sufficiency (bottom 52-60)

• (optional) Wood, Moral Authority

5

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ukd94eh95ymljf8/beiser2002-ii.3_criticism_versus_dogmatism.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ktkufo5eg6s3jyx/beiser2002-iv.1_the_path_toward_absolute_idealism.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cgxc3tvaajmjg7z/handout_week15_fichte.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mcncvmmu85r9g81/fichte1982_second_introduction.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j84sckz3li2w05a/wood2000_the_%E2%80%9Ci%E2%80%9D_as_principle_of_practical_philosophy.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6hrq7u0sckgiunp/handout_week16_fichte_ethics.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uez7ohdmvh55dr6/fichte2005a_the_system_of_ethics.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1migdqcuqshkedd/wood2016-ch4_moral_authority.pdf?dl=0

